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can look after twenty spindles at the same time while
with the older machines one could only handle four
or five. From the technical point of view it is a great
improvement. But what does this improvement mean
to the rural economy ? Nearly three hundred women
have lost their opportunities to work. (Col. B. III. C.
2. b.) The problem of " unemployment " has its
wider repercussions—the traditional division of work
according to sex remains unchanged, but the size of the
farm is so small that introduction of female labour to
the land is impossible ; and no new industry has been
introduced to absorb the surplus of female labour.
(Col. C. III. C. 2. b.)
The reformers have tried to solve the problem by the
system of distribution of profit. But it has not been
successful, as we have shown above. The results are
(i) for those who cannot go to town for various reasons,
survival, or, to a certain extent, revival of the traditional
domestic industry which becomes a kind of resistence
of the reform programme through competition in
securing raw material, (2) movement of the female
population to the towns, which is contradictory to the
original intention of the reformers, and (3) creation of
a special wage-earning class in the village.
The survival of the traditional domestic industry can
be quantitatively estimated. The total amount of
cocoons produced in this village is about 72,000 Ibs*
The decrease of members* supply to the factory indi-
cated the increase of domestic reserve, taking the total
production as constant and the amount of cocoons
directly sold to the town as insignificant. In 1929
the reserve was about one-sixth of the total production
but in 1932 it increased to two-thirds. In 1936, before
I left the village, the reserve was about one-third.

